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Palmer Theological Seminary

CTM 508 Methodist History

Fall Semester 2006

Instructors:  Dr. Benjamin L. Hartley; Rev. Joseph DiPaolo

Email contact (preferred): bhartley@eastern.edu; wayneumc.pastor@verizon.net.  

Phone number: Hartley:  (610) 645-9370;  DiPaolo:  (610) 688-5650

Office hours:  by appointment




Course meeting times: Wednesdays, 3-5:45pm.  

I.  Prerequisites

This course (CTM 508) is a prerequisite for CTM 509 United Methodist Doctrine and Polity.  

II.  Description of the course or seminar

This course is an introduction to the history of the Wesleyan movement and the United Methodist Church, in particular.   The course gives primary weight to the history of Methodism, but we will also discuss the theological dimensions of early Methodist teaching.  Twentieth century and contemporary theological and doctrinal developments will be examined in the CTM 509 United Methodist Doctrine and Polity course.  This course satisfies part of the requirements for United Methodist ordination described in paragraph 324.4a of the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2004.  
III.  Desired learning outcomes 

        By the end of the course the student will be able to:

· Identify and explain at least four “Methodist distinctives” that are important in the history of the Methodist tradition and which remain vital components of Methodist identity and theological reflection in an ecumenical context.  

· Explain the particular significance of Methodist history in eastern Pennsylvania and surrounding regions within the context of global Methodism.    

· Appreciate the history and doctrine of Methodism as a vital resource for pastoral leadership.  

IV.  Teaching and Learning Strategies 

The course will utilize such teaching and learning strategies as class field trips to local Methodist churches of historical significance, reading of primary source documents, written class assignments, classroom discussions, lectures, and exams.  At the midpoint of the semester, the class will engage in a group evaluation of teaching and learning in the class to date.  This syllabus is subject to revision based on the midterm class evaluation of the course.  

V.  Textbooks

Required Texts (also on reserve in library):  

Kenneth Cracknell and Susan J. White. An Introduction to World Methodism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005.  

Russell E. Richey, Kenneth E. Rowe, and Jean Miller Schmidt. The Methodist Experience in America: A Sourcebook.  Nashville: Abingdon, 2000.  

William J. Abraham. Wesley for Armchair Theologians. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2005.  

John G. McEllhenney (ed.), Frederick E. Maser, Kenneth E. Rowe, and Charles Yrigoyen, Jr. United Methodism in America: A Compact History. Nashville: Abingdon, 1992. 

VI.  Course requirements/assignment grid 

	Assignment
	Due Date
	 Percentage of course grade

	Book/article review
	Dates vary
	15

	Midterm Interview Exam
	 Between October 11th and 25th
	15

	Class Presentation of Final Project
	November 29th
	15

	Final Project
	(For Options A and C: Preliminary outlines due on 10/25; 11/15) December 6th.  
	20

	Final Exam
	December 13th
	20

	Class participation
	weekly
	15

	
	


VII.  Guidelines for each Assignment

1) Book/article Review

The syllabus identifies both required and recommended readings for each class session.  For each class, one student (sometimes two) will be required to take responsibility to provide a book/articles review of the recommended reading list for a particular day.  You may choose either one book or two articles to review.  The review should summarize the articles or book, note its key points, and identify the questions the article or book raises for your understanding of Methodism both historically and in the contemporary context.  The review should be 2-3 pages (single-spaced) in length and must follow a basic outline (see sample outline at end of syllabus).  The review form at the end of the syllabus is also on the Blackboard site (in the Course Documents section).  You may download this form and simply input your answer to the questions (and delete the bulleted comments already present on the form).  

In addition to handing in your review to the professors, you must also provide copies of the review to distribute to the rest of the class for the day in which those recommended readings are assigned.   This assignment will have the added benefit of giving everyone in the class a rather substantial sort of “annotated bibliography” of the recommended reading list which may be useful in your future vocation.  During class time on the second week of class we will assign students to particular days’ recommended reading lists.  

This assignment will be evaluated based on the following factors: 

1) Does the review adequately encapsulate the basic nature of the articles/book’s arguments or findings?  

2) Does the review draw helpful connections between lessons learned from the articles or book, the life of ministry, and the contemporary situation of the Methodist church?  Often such connections will be posed in the form of a question or questions.  

3) Does the review make connections with other aspects of the course to date?  

2) Midterm Interview Exam

Pastoral ministry requires verbal fluency in addition to written fluency.  The midterm interview exam will involve, for each student, a 30 minute interview with the professors regarding the course content (readings, lectures, and class notes) to date.  A total of three to four questions will be asked (in addition to appropriate requests to elaborate on an answer already given) about various aspects of the course’s content.  

The interview exam will include one question from the commissioning/ordination interview exam for United Methodists that directly pertains to the content of the course.  These questions may be found in ¶ 324.9 in the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2004 (on reserve in library, p. 216-17). (Question 5 in ¶ 335.a is the one doctrinal question that is not also identified in paragraph 324.9 but is of particular importance and may also be chosen for the interview exam.)  For students from non-UMC Methodist traditions the question chosen will also be from this list but will be chosen based on its shared relevance to the African Methodist Episcopal (such as the question about sacraments) or other Methodist church.  

The midterm interview exam may be scheduled with the professor any time between the end of class on October 11th and the beginning of class on October 25th.   A sign-up sheet with available time slots will be distributed in class prior to this time.    

3) Final Project Choices: 

Students must choose one of the following three final projects.  

Option A:  Term paper.  You may write a term paper of at least 12 pages in length on some aspect of Methodist history or doctrine that you would like to research further.  A one paragraph description of the paper topic must be handed in by October 25th.  A three page outline and bibliography of at least six different sources must be submitted by November 15th.  The final project paper is due on December 6th.    The final paper will be evaluated based on how well you incorporated comments and criticisms from the instructors of the two previous drafts of your paper.  These two previous drafts with professors’ comments must also be handed in with your final paper.  

Option B:  Questions for ordination.  Respond to at least four questions (and not more than six questions) identified in paragraph 324.9 and/or paragraph 335.a (Question 5 in paragraph 335.a is the one doctrinal question that is not also identified in paragraph 324.9 but is of particular importance.) of the Book of Discipline, 2004.  

These questions, as they exist in the Book of Discipline, do not explicitly request that you be in dialogue with Methodist history or theology.  However, for the purposes of this assignment, you must do so.  While any of the questions may be chosen, it would be best to choose those questions (such as question (p) on the sacraments) that allow the most opportunity for you to demonstrate your ability to be in dialogue with Methodist history and doctrine.  You may find it helpful to also articulate what questions you still have about your particular viewpoint.  The identification of such “growing edges” in your understanding are encouraged.  Your responses to these questions must be at least 12 pages (double-spaced) in length. 

Option C:  Design a 4-6 week Sunday School curriculum for your church (focusing on either a youth or adult class) on some aspect(s) of Methodist history and/or theology.  There is considerable flexibility in what you could cover and what creative means you utilize to teach the content.  Two preliminary drafts will be required prior to the final due date of December 6th.  On October 25th you must provide a one-paragraph description of the Sunday School curriculum that must include why you think this curriculum would be helpful for your current church context.  On November 15th, at least one class session (not the first one) needs to be fully developed.  The remaining class session topics for each class must also be included but do not need to be developed beyond the title of the class session. This draft should be at least 2 pages in length.  Both of these drafts (with professors’ comments) must be handed in with your final curriculum project.

This assignment must be at least 6 pages in length (single-spaced).   Since this assignment involves a detailed outline it is generally easier to write in single-space rather than double-spaced.  

If you have an opportunity to teach the course in your church during the semester (preferred) also include at least a one-page self-assessment of how you think the classes went and whether the objectives were met or not.  

The Sunday School curriculum must contain the following components explicitly identified in your document.  This project will be evaluated based on these components.  

a. Background describing the church and/or intended participants in the course.  A couple of paragraphs should be sufficient to let the professors of the course know the context for the class.  

b. Objectives.  “By the end of these Sunday School sessions participants in the class will be able to…”  Identify no more than 3 objectives for the class as a whole.  Identify one objective for each class session as well.  

c.  Detailed plan for how the class will proceed for each day that it is held.  This should include estimates of how much time each activity (discussion, lecture, small group activity, etc.) will likely take.  

VIII.  Faculty Expectations:  guidelines or procedures

Attendance & lateness policy:  

* Class participation is an integral aspect of this and all courses.  Included in the evaluation of students’ class participation is prompt attendance at all courses.  Persons who are late or absent to more than two class sessions will likely have this pattern also reflected in their final course grade.  

Consequence for late work:  Assignments will be collected at the end of the class session on their due dates.  E-mail submissions are acceptable by permission of the instructor in cases where a student may be late or absent from class on an assignment due date.  Assignments submitted after the due date may result in a “half grade” reduction (i.e., from an A to an A-) for every day that they are late.  Requests for extensions on papers will be granted only in the case of extreme circumstances and should be requested at least three days prior to the due date.  

Final project papers will be returned via the Palmer mailroom or through a stamped, self-addressed envelope provided by the student with his or her final project.  

IX.  Seminary Policy & Expectations:

Consult your Student Handbook 2005-2006 & the current Seminary Catalog for information about the following:

· policy regarding use of Chicago Manual style in all written work

· availability of writing tutors

· policy on plagiarism

· policy on use of inclusive language for human beings

· policy on extensions for late work

· policy regarding computer-generated papers

· grading guidelines

· point value of final grades

X & XI.  Schedule of Readings & Assignments

Class 1:  September 6: Introductions, Syllabus Review, and Methodist Antecedents

In addition to providing a basic introduction to the course, the purpose of this class is to outline the pre-Methodist revival movements taking place in central and eastern Europe in the mid-to-late 1600s.  A brief introduction to the early Moravian movement as it expanded to London and elsewhere is of particular significance for Methodists in Pennsylvania where Moravians also showed up in significant numbers.  

Required Readings:  

Syllabus

Recommended Readings:  

W.R. Ward. The Protestant Evangelical Awakening. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992.  

G.M. Ditchfield.  The Evangelical Revival. London: UCL Press, 1998.  Chapter one provides an especially succinct summary of the international dimension of the Wesleyan revival.  

J.C.S. Mason. The Moravian Church and the Missionary Awakening in England, 1760-1800. Royal Historical Society and Boydell Press, 2001.  

Carter Lindberg. The Pietist Theologians: An Introduction to Theology in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries.  Blackwell, 2005.  

Class 2:  September 13: World Methodism  
The purpose of this class is to set forth Methodism as a movement that has been “on the move” from the very start.  It is important to see early Methodism as primarily a missionary movement.  By raising the issue of global Methodism first rather than as an addendum to the course, our hope is that throughout the course we will be better equipped to place Methodism in its global context.  Our visit of specific Methodist historic sites in Eastern Pennsylvania later in the course will help to accentuate the corollary importance of local history.  
Required Readings:  

Chapter Four in Cracknell and White.  

Methodist Experience in America, 1867c; 1869a; 1885; 1898;

Recommended Readings:  

Mark A. Noll. “The Challenges of Contemporary Church History, the Dilemmas of Modern History, and Missiology to the Rescue,” Missiology: An International Review, 24 no. 1, January 1996:  47-64.  

David Hempton. Methodism:  Empire of the Spirit. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2005.  Chapter Five is particularly germane to this topic.  

Barclay, Wade. History of Methodist Missions. New York: Board of Missions and Church Extension of the Methodist Church, 1949.  Four volume set.  

Bruce W. Robbins. A World Parish?  Hopes and Challenges of the United Methodist Church in a Global Setting. Nashville: Abingdon, 2004.  


Illustrates the tensions that are currently present in United Methodism as it struggles to be a global denomination.  The Summer, 2005 issue of Quarterly Review contains several short essays responding to some of Robbins’s proposals.  

W. Stephen Gunter and Elaine Robinson (eds.). Considering the Great Commission: Evangelism and Mission in the Wesleyan Spirit. Nashville, Abingdon, 2005.  This is the most recent collection of essays on Methodism and mission.  

Dana Robert.  American Women in Mission: A Social History of their Thought and Practice. Mercer University Press, 1996.  Chapter Four on the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church is especially important for our study.  

Justo L. Gonzalez. “Wesley’s Heritage and the Global Church,” Methodist History, 43 no. 2 (January 2005): 115-130.  

Dana L. Robert. “The Methodist Struggle Over Higher Education in Fuzhou, China, 1877-1883,” Methodist History, 34 no. 3, April 1996: 173-189.  


An excellent study of the complexities of missionary / indigenous leader relationships as it related to evangelism and educational priorities in Fuzhou, China.  The contemporary influx of Fuzhounese Christians in New York City’s Chinatown has recently been discussed in Kenneth Guest’s God in Chinatown (New York University Press).  

John A. Vickers. “One-Man Band: Thomas Coke and the Origins of Methodist Missions,” Methodist History, 34 no. 3, April 1996: 135-147.  

J. Steven O’Malley. “The Vision of German-American Evangelicalism: The Central Role of Missions in the Evangelical United Brethren Tradition,” Methodist History, 34 no. 3, April 1996: 148-172.  
Class 3: September 20: The Wesleys in Historical Context

In this first of two class periods on John Wesley (the second session will focus more on his theological contributions) our intent is to focus on his historical context in the British Isles in the 18th century in order to get at some of the reasons why Wesley’s biographers have had such a difficult time capturing the essence of this “elusive” person and his role in the early Methodist movement.  The changes in British Methodism after Wesley’s death will also be discussed.  

Required Readings:

Cracknell and White, Prologue, Chapter One, and Chapter Two

John Wesley sermon, “The Danger of Riches.”  This sermon may be found at the following website or in John Wesley’s Sermon’s: An Anthology, on reserve in the Palmer library.  http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/sermons.vi.xxxiv.html
Recommended Readings:  

Albert C. Outler and Richard P. Heitzenrater (eds.). John Wesley’s Sermons: An Anthology. Nashville: Abingdon, 1991.  

Henry Rack. Reasonable Enthusiast:  John Wesley and the Rise of Methodism. Epworth Press, 2002.  This text is still probably the best biography of John Wesley available.  

Richard Heitzenrater.  The Elusive Mr. Wesley. Abingdon, 2003.  

Richard Heitzenrater. Wesley and the People Called Methodists. Abingdon, 1995.  

John Walsh. “John Wesley and the Community of Goods,” in Protestant Evangelicalism: Britain, Ireland, Germany, and America c. 1750-1950: Essays in Honour of W.R. Ward edited by Keith Robbins. Basil Blackwell, 1990.  

W.F. Lofthouse. “Chapter Four: Charles Wesley,” in A History of the Methodist Church in Great Britain, Rupert Davis and Gordon Rupp (eds.). London: Epworth Press, 1965.  

David Hempton. Methodism and Politics in British Society, 1750-1850. Stanford University Press, 1984.  

David Hempton. The Religion of the People: Methodism and Popular Religion c. 1750-1900.  Routledge, 1996.  You may choose individual chapters in this book to review if you wish.  Chapter Nine in this volume is particularly good in its critique of the Halevy thesis.  Other chapters are also excellent.  

John Walsh.  “Methodism and the Origins of English-Speaking Evangelicalism,” in Evangelicalism: Comparative Studies of Popular Protestantism in North America, the British Isles, and Beyond, 1700-1900. Mark A. Noll, David W. Bebbington, and George A. Rawlyk (eds.). Oxford University Press, 1994.  

John Walsh.  “Methodism and the Mob in the Eighteenth Century,” in Studies in Church History, vol. 8.  1972. (available from Ben Hartley upon request.)

Class 4:  September 27: John Wesley in theological context 

Wesley’s theological contribution has tended to under-appreciated by Christian theologians in the twentieth century.  Wesley’s most distinctive contribution to Christian theology is in his writings about sanctification or “Christian perfection.”  Wesley’s ability to hold ideas in creative tension with one another remains an important asset for evangelical theological reflection in the twenty-first century. 

Required Readings:  

William Abraham. Wesley for Armchair Theologians.  Chapters 3-5, 9

Chapter Five in Cracknell and White.  

John Wesley Sermon, “The Scripture Way of Salvation” Available at the following website (among others): http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/sermons.v.xliii.html#v.xliii-p0.2 

Recommended Readings:  

Thomas A. Langford. Wesleyan Theology: A Sourcebook. Durham, NC: Labrinth Press, 1984.   

Albert Outler. John Wesley [a representative collection of his writings]. Oxford University Press, 1964

Ted Campbell. John Wesley and Christian Antiquity. Nashville: Kingswood, 1991.

Kenneth Collins. John Wesley: A Theological Journey. Abingdon, 2003.    

Randy L. Maddox. “Vital Orthodoxy”: A Wesleyan Dynamic for 21st Century Christianity,” Methodist History, 42 no. 1, 2003: 3-19.  

Randy L. Maddox. Responsible Grace: John Wesley’s Practical Theology. Nashvile: Kingswood, 1994.  

Timothy L. Smith. “How John Fletcher became the Theologian of Wesleyan Perfectionism, 1770-1776,” Wesleyan Theological Journal, 15 no1, 1980.  Available at the following website:  http://wesley.nnu.edu/wesleyan%5Ftheology/theojrnl/11-15/15-05.htm  

John Wesley Sermon, “On the Duty of Constant Communion.”  Available at the following website:  http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/sermons.vi.xlviii.html#vi.xlviii-p0.2
Class 5:  October 4: Early American Methodism

For this class session we will meet at St. George’s United Methodist Church in Philadelphia.  In addition to getting a tour of this oldest United Methodist Church in the United States, we will also hold a regular class session in the room where the first Philadelphia Methodists also gathered.  We will discuss how much extra time is needed for this class session in order to allow for travel to St. George’s.  Although the focus of our class session will be on early Methodism in the Middle Atlantic states, the recommended reading list for this week includes articles that deal with other specific locations in the U.S. (New England, the South, etc.)

Required Readings:  

McEllhenney, pages 1-50

Chapter Three of Cracknell and White.  

Methodist Experience in America, 1768; 1771; 1775b; 1784b; 1785c

Recommended Readings:

Richard D. Shiels. “The Methodist Invasion of Congregational New England,” in Methodism and the Shaping of American Culture, Nathan Hatch and John Wigger (eds.). Kingswood Books, 2001
Russell E. Richey. “The Formation of American Methodism: The Chesapeake Refraction of Wesleyanism,” in  Methodism and the Shaping of American Culture, Nathan Hatch and John Wigger (eds.).  Kingswood Books, 2001

Eric Baldwin. “The Devil Begins to Roar”: Opposition to Early Methodists in New England,” Church History, 75 no. 1, March, 2006: 94-119.  

Cynthia Lynn Lyerly. Methodism and the Southern Mind, 1770-1810. Oxford University Press, 1998.  

Dee Andrews. The Methodists and Revolutionary America, 1760-1800. Princeton University Press, 2000.  

Nathan Hatch.  Democratization of American Christianity.  
Class 6:  October 11: African American Methodism and Slavery in the MEC

This class session will meet at the Mother Bethel AME Church in Philadelphia on this date.  The purpose of this class is to highlight the spread of Methodism in the American South as well as brief mention of Methodism’s spread to the African continent in 1792.  The lion’s share of this class session, however, will entail a look at the origins of the AME and other black Methodist denominations and the debate over slavery in the Methodist Episcopal Church prior to the Civil War.  Pennsylvania Methodism’s role in this debate will be highlighted.  

Required Reading

McEllhenney:  67-88

Methodist Experience in America:  1769; 1784c; 1785a; 1788; 1792b; 1842b; 1844c

Recommended Reading:

James T. Campbell. Songs of Zion: The African Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States and South Africa. Oxford University Press, 1995. 

Will Gravely, “African Methodisms and the Rise of Black Denominationalism,” in Perspectives on American Methodism: Interpretive Essays edited by Russell E. Richey, Kenneth E. Rowe, and Jean Miller Schmidt.  Kingswood Books, 1993.  

Dee Andrews.  The Methodists and Revolutionary America, 1760-1800: The Shaping of an Evangelical Culture. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000.

Chapter Five discusses the influence of African Americans in the Middle Atlantic states.  

Mark Noll. Civil War as a Theological Crisis. University of North Carolina Press, 2006.  Although not specifically about Methodism, this short book is one of the few works (and a very recent one at that) to seriously consider the theological dimensions of the Civil War by looking carefully at how various spokespersons appeal to Scripture.  

Donald G. Mathews. Slavery and Methodism: A Chapter in American Morality, 1780-1845. Princeton University Press, 1965.  

Glen Messer. “Restless for Zion: New England Methodism, Holiness, and the Abolitionist Struggle, 1780-1840” unpublished dissertation. Boston University School of Theology, 2006.  Available directly from Ben Hartley via .pdf format.     

READING WEEK:  OCTOBER 16-21

Class 7:  October 25: Evaluation of Class to date / Methodist Spirituality and Worship

In addition to participating in a mid-course evaluation of what we have learned in the course so far, this class period will seek to understand the “heart” of Methodist people.  Methodist hymnody, the nineteenth century “holiness movement,” and changes in worship practices will be discussed in this class.   

Required Reading

Chapters Six, Seven, and Eight in Cracknell and White.  

Methodist Experience in America, 1787; 1803; 1843; 1864d; 1865b; 1867b; 1972c; 1986a

Recommended Reading: 

Wesleyan Methodist [John Fanning Watson], “Methodist Error; Or, Friendly, Christian Advice to Those Methodists, Who Indulge in Extravagant Emotions and Bodily Exercises (1819),” in Antirevivalism in Antebellum America: A Collection of Religious Voices edited by James D. Bratt. New York: Rutgers University Press, 2005, pages 31-40. 

Reuben Job. A Wesleyan Spiritual Reader. Abingdon, 1997.  

Lester Ruth.  Early Methodist Life and Spirituality: A Reader. Kingswood, 2005.  

Lester Ruth.  A Little Heaven Below: Worship at Early Methodist Quarterly Meetings. Kingswood, 2000.  

Love Henry Whelchel, Jr. “How America Got the Holy Ghost: The Uniqueness of the African-American Experience of Holiness,” Quarterly Review, 25 no. 2, Summer 2005.  Other articles in this volume of Quarterly Review also grapple with the theme of holiness.  

Margaret Jones. “The Closet and the Class: Some Historical Perspectives on Methodist Spiritual Discernment,” Quarterly Review, 21 no. 2 Summer, 2000: 130-141.  Other articles in this volume also engage the theme of Methodist spirituality.  

Class 8:  November 1: Women in Methodism

The contribution of women to the spread of Methodism in North America and in many different countries around the world reveals a great deal about the Methodist movement.  Early women leaders in Methodism and the important contribution of the Methodist women’s missionary movement will be highlighted in this class session.  

Required Reading

Catherine Brekus. “Female Evangelism in the Early Methodist Movement, 1784-1845,” in Methodism and the Shaping of American Culture, Nathan Hatch and John Wigger (eds.). Kingswood, 2001.  (on reserve)

The Methodist Experience in America: 1787; 1791c; 1811a; 1830a; 1838; 1842c; 1859b; 1870a; 1883b; 1920; 1936b; 1947b; 1973; 1994a

Recommended Reading

Dee Andrews.  The Methodists and Revolutionary America, 1760-1800: The Shaping of an Evangelical Culture. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000.  


Chapter Four of this text focuses specifically on Methodism’s “evangelical sisters” in the Mid-Atlantic states.  

Diane Lobody. “That Language Might be Given Me: Women’s Experience in Early Methodism,” in Perspectives on American Methodism: Interpretive Essays edited by Russell E. Richey, Kenneth E. Rowe, and Jean Miller Schmidt.  Kingswood Books, 1993, 127-144.

Dana Robert.  American Women in Mission: A Social History of their Thought and Practice. Mercer University Press, 1996.  Chapter Four on the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church is especially important for an illustration of late nineteenth century Methodist women’s organizing for mission.  

Laceye Warner. “Toward the Light”: Methodist Episcopal Deaconess Work among Immigrant Populations, 1885-1910,” Methodist History, 43 no. 3, (October, 2005): 169-182.  

Paul Chilcote. Her Own Story: Autobiographical Portraits of Early Methodist Women. Kingswood, 2001.  

Class 9:  November 8: Other members of the Wesleyan family / Ecumenism 

In this class we will be discussing the ecclesial bodies that merged to become the United Methodist Church in the 20th century (Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Methodist Protestants, Evangelical United Brethren) and the factors which led to these mergers.  We will also discuss those Wesleyan groups that are independent from the United Methodist Church (Salvation Army, Church of the Nazarene) and outline contemporary Methodist involvement in ecumenical dialogue.  

Required Reading:  

McEllhenney, 51-66

Cracknell and White, Chapter 10.    

Methodist Experience in America: 1800b; 1807; 1827b; 1918a; 1936a; 1936b; 1951; 1966b; 1968a; 1968b

Recommended Reading: 

J. Bruce Behney, Paul H. Eller, and Kenneth W. Krueger (ed.). The History of the Evangelical United Brethren Church. Abingdon, 1979.  

Jeffrey P. Mickle, “A Comparison of the Doctrines of Ministry of Francis Asbury and Philip William Otterbein,” in Perspectives on American Methodism: Interpretive Essays edited by Russell E. Richey, Kenneth E. Rowe, and Jean Miller Schmidt.  Kingswood Books, 1993. (on reserve) 

Donald K. Gorrell, “A New Impulse: Progress in Lay Leadership and Service by Women of the United Brethren in Christ and the Evangelical Association, 1870-1910,” in Perspectives on American Methodism: Interpretive Essays edited by Russell E. Richey, Kenneth E. Rowe, and Jean Miller Schmidt.  Kingswood Books, 1993.  

Stan Ingersol. “Methodism and the Theological Identity of the Church of the Nazarene,” Methodist History, 43 no 1 (October, 2004): 17-32.  

Benjamin L. Hartley. Excerpts on the Salvation Army’ s early years in Boston.  “Holiness-Evangelical Urban Mission and Identity in Boston, 1860-1910,” unpublished dissertation, Boston University School of Theology, 2005.  Electronic version of document is available directly from Ben Hartley.  

Class 10:  November 15:  Methodism’s Social Witness

From the very beginning the message of Methodism appealed to persons on the margins of society in Britain and North America.  This early tradition has taken on different shapes in subsequent years but remains an integral element of Methodism today.  The focus of this class period will be on the late nineteenth century developments in Methodism’s involvement with the poor although other periods will also be discussed.  

Required Reading

Cracknell and White, Chapter Nine.  

McEllhenney, 89-124. 
Methodist Experience in America, 1872b; 1889; 1891; 1893b; 1908; 1916; 1919a; 1950; 1963a; 1972b; 1985; 1986b

Recommended Reading

George D. McClain. “Pioneering Social Gospel Radicalism: An Overview of the History of the Methodist Federation for Social Action,” in Perspectives on American Methodism: Interpretive Essays edited by Russell E. Richey, Kenneth E. Rowe, and Jean Miller Schmidt.  Kingswood Books, 1993, 371-385.  

Donald K. Gorrell, “The Social Creed and Methodism Through Eighty Years,” in Perspectives on American Methodism: Interpretive Essays edited by Russell E. Richey, Kenneth E. Rowe, and Jean Miller Schmidt.  Kingswood Books, 1993, 386-399.   

David Duke.  In the Trenches with Jesus and Marx: Harry F. Ward and the Struggle for Social Justice. University of Alabama Press, 2003.  

Theodore Jennings. Good News to the Poor: John Wesley’s Evangelical Economics. Abingdon, 1990.  

Clifford J. Green (ed).  Churches, Cities, and Human Community: Urban Ministry in the United States, 1945-1985. Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1996.  The Chapter on the United Methodist Church’s involvement in urban ministry after World War II is very good.  

Class 11:  November 29: Class Presentations.  

During this class session all students will have the opportunity to share, in a 10-15 minute presentation a basic outline of their final project.  This will also be an opportunity for other students to provide constructive criticism of their final project prior to submitting it to the instructors of the course.  If time allows, we may also use this class session to finish discussion of a previous topic in the course.  

Required Reading:  

None.  

Recommended Reading:

You may want to use this week to review readings and course notes as part of your preparation for the Final Exam.  

Class 12:  December 6: The course in retrospect / Methodist History Since 1968.

In addition to discussing together the key insights from the course, on this final day of the class we will also highlight some of the most important developments in the past few years of the United Methodist Church.  

Required Reading:  

Cracknell and White:  Epilogue.  

McEllhenney, 125-164.  

“A Call for Conversation on Theological Education for Mission for the United Methodist Church in the 21st Century,” April 2006, General Board of Global Ministries (handout)

Excerpts from Newscope from past few years (handout)

Book/articles Review Form for Methodist History

This handout is written utilizing a “bulleted” style of reflection in order to identify distinct points.  You may choose not to use this precise format.  Your own review, however, must answer this set of questions, preferably in the order outlined below.  

What two articles or book did you review?  

· Identify the book or article with a full citation using the proper bibliographic format.  

What is the basic argument of the book or articles?  

· Identify, in narrative form, the chapter by chapter progression of a book or identify the major points of the two articles.  If reviewing articles you may comment on both separately or you may weave the two articles together in your review.  If you choose the latter, be sure to identify which article you are speaking of at any given time.  

What were the two or three most provocative or helpful aspects of this book or set of articles?  Why were these aspects of the book or articles provocative or helpful for you?  

· You may provide the quotation or paraphrase of the most provocative aspects of the articles or book.  

· You are invited to interact with the book or article much like you would in a reflection paper.  For example, you may identify the questions this book or articles raised for you.  You could also identify how it reminded you of something you have observed in your own life and ministry.  

Do these insights shed new light on items previously discussed in the class?  If so, how?  

· Your articles or book that you have read will likely shed new light on items previously discussed in class.  This “new light” may be tangential in some respects, but it is important for our own learning to always try to connect pieces of history together.    

What questions or lessons may be drawn from these insights which are important to consider for your future vocation in ministry in a Methodist church?  

· The questions raised in the previous question may or may not directly pertain to your vocation in ministry.  In this question, you should ask yourself, “So what?”  
































