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Palmer Theological Seminary

CTM 627, The Church’s Response to Poverty and Development

Spring Semester 2006

Instructor:  Dr. Benjamin L. Hartley

Phone number: (610) 645-9370


Email address: bhartley@eastern.edu

Office hours: by appointment


Course meeting times: Mondays, 3-5:45 
I.  Prerequisites

The M.Div. Theological Research & Writing Course, when required, is a prerequisite to all middler & senior courses and seminars.  In addition, the following courses are identified as prerequisites for CTM 627:  CTM 500 and CTM 501.    
II.  Description of the course or seminar

The purpose of this course is to help students gain biblical, historical, and theological perspective on poverty and development by tracing the history and theology for the church’s responses to poverty beginning with the early church and extending to the contemporary period.  The geographical focus is global in scope.  In the modern period the primary focus is the challenge of poverty and development in the “majority world” of the southern hemisphere as a vital component of the church’s holistic mission.  

III.  Desired learning outcomes 

        The student will be able to:

1. identify the social factors and theological ideas in church history that comprise the basis of much of the contemporary work among Christians to respond to the challenge of poverty and development.  

2. describe the multi-faceted problem of poverty and development in majority world contexts today utilizing biblical, theological, and social scientific insights.  

3. identify at least three concrete ways a local church can more effectively educate members about poverty and become active in addressing issues of poverty at home and abroad.  

4. better understand the challenges faced by development practitioners in Christian nongovernmental organizations outside the U.S.  

IV.  Teaching and Learning Strategies 

The course will utilize such teaching and learning strategies as case study analysis, experiential learning activities, lectures, readings, book review papers (discussed below), small group discussions, student-led presentations, and a field trip.  At the midpoint of the semester, the class will engage in a group evaluation of teaching and learning in the class to date.  This syllabus is subject to revision based on the midterm class evaluation of the course.  

V.  Textbooks

Required Texts:  

Justo L. Gonzalez. Faith and Wealth: A History of Early Christian Ideas on the Origin, Significance, and Use of Money. San Francisco: Harper, 1990.  

Sharon Harper (ed). The Lab, the Temple, and the Market: Reflections at the Intersection of Religion and Development. Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press, 2000.  

Carter Lindberg. Beyond Charity: Reformation Initiatives for the Poor. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993.  

Timothy Smith. Revivalism and Social Reform: American Protestantism on the Eve of the Civil War. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1980.  

VI.  Course requirements/assignment grid 

	Assignment
	Due Date
	 Percent of course grade

	Faithful attendance and active participation
	ongoing
	15%

	Weekly reflection papers (6)
	2/13; 2/20; 2/27; 3/6; 3/13; 4/3;
	24% 

	Group Project
	3/24 or 5/1 or 5/8
	 31%

	Final Paper
	3/27 (draft);  4/17(draft); 5/15 (final version)
	30%


Faithful attendance and active participation is an essential aspect of the course.  Student absence for more than one class period during the semester will likely adversely effect the overall semester grade.  

VII.  Guidelines for each Assignment

Reflection Papers 
A total of eight reflection papers are required to be completed in this course.  These are to be 1-2 pages, single-spaced in length.  These are intended to be both an intellectual and a personal response to the course materials. The purpose of these reflection papers is to provide a forum for students to “think out loud” with the texts and articles students are reading. Do not only summarize content, but rather engage and reflect on course content. 

Ask yourself the following questions about the text and your own experiences to date so as to bring your own experiences into conversation with the course materials:  

1.  What attracts me about this reading and why do I find it appealing?  What is it about the issue or experience that is resonating with me?  

2.  What do I resist or find disagreeable in this reading.  Why?  

3.  What questions does this reading raise for me?  What questions does the material answer or not answer for me?

4.  What does this reading tell you about how development practitioners should think about their work?  What does this reading tell you about the nature and mission of the church?  

5.  What experiences that you have had does this reading remind you of?  

At the end of your reflection paper you must also include one thought-provoking discussion question that will be your contribution to a small group discussion about the readings that will take place in most class sessions throughout the course.  

Good discussion questions often have at least one of the following characteristics.  First, the question that is asked often gets to the heart of the argument in a book or article rather than just quibbling over a minor point.  Referencing a key paragraph or page can often help re-orient a small group to the question at hand.  Second, it encourages the integration of previous course material either in this class or in another one that most students would have also taken.  Third, the question seeks to connect a point made in the book or article with a personal experience (that may be shared in some ways by others in the group) in the local church that is particularly challenging.  

Grading for this assignment is based upon:

· 75%-Content (Demonstration that article or book was read and depth of insight and integration.) 
· 25%-Grammatical Form (spelling and sentence structure)
You will receive either a grade of “4,” “3” “2,” “1,” or “0.”  A grade of zero will be reserved for those papers that are so superficial so as to raise the suspicion that the assigned material was not read.  A grade “4” exhibits especially thoughtful responses to the reading material at hand.  
Group Project

Select from the following list of topics as a group project you will present on with 2-3 persons.  Each group presentation ought to be presented in such a way that it could be utilized (perhaps in modified form) as part of a local church mission education event.  You may be very creative with this if you wish.  Class simulations, skits, role plays, group discussion, and brief video clips may be utilized.  A presentation could also include a brief period of prayer or worship time related to the topic at hand.  Group presenters could also request that the rest of the class read an article or chapter prior to the class presentation in order to facilitate class discussion.  

If classroom space and other factors permit, you may be invited to have someone from your congregation who is not a seminary student to come help evaluate these presentations.  

What causes famine?  How is the problem prevented?  How is it dealt with when the problem is immediate?  

Sustainable development and Creation-care

Christian nongovernmental organizations in development:  Past, Present, and Future
Refugees:  How do churches respond?  How could we respond better?  

Other World Religions’ (choose one) Perspectives on Development and Poverty

Micro-enterprise Development: What has worked?  What works?  

Healthcare in the Majority World

Peacebuilding in an Age of Conflict

Women and Development

Those students who are taking this course as part of an “urban ministry” elective should be in the same group together and choose a theme pertinent to urban ministry in North America or an overseas context.  

Final Paper 

The final term paper is an opportunity to probe deeper on an issue related to the church’s response to poverty and development.  It is to be 12-15 pages in length.  The topic chosen for the final paper may be related to the topic chosen for your group presentation but should display a more in-depth understanding of a particular facet of your group presentation.  

In order to ensure that paper topics are sufficiently focused, two drafts of the paper will be required prior to its final submission.  

In the first draft, due on March 27th, students are to submit a one paragraph explanation of their paper topic along with at least 3 bibliographic references.  

The second draft of the paper, due on April 17th, should be at least 2-3 pages in length and should have the following characteristics:  

1) This draft must contain a succinct thesis paragraph explaining the purpose of the paper.  
2) There must be at least six bibliographic references.  

3) There should be a subheading called “Areas needing further work” that is essentially an outline of questions or themes you need to think about more or do more research on.  

4) Your previous draft should also be submitted along with this one.  There should be ample evidence that the professor’s feedback given on the first draft was considered in the crafting of the second draft.  If you have chosen to switch topics completely from your March 20th draft then simply please state the reason why you chose to switch topics.  

Either one (or both) of the above drafts may be submitted prior to the stated due date.  This may be helpful in your own scheduling and especially important for graduating seniors who are needing to complete coursework earlier than other students.  
The 12-15 page final draft of the paper, due on May 8th, should accompany the two previous drafts attached to the end of the paper.  It must also have been submitted to a peer in the class for their critique.  All students will base their peer review critique on criteria (that will be distributed to the class) which define what is expected in the paper.  
VIII.  Faculty Expectations:  guidelines or procedures

Attendance & lateness policy:  Attendance will be taken at all class sessions.  Students are expected to arrive on time for class.  Lack of attendance and tardiness will negatively affect the final grade in the course.  

Consequence for late work:  Assignments will be collected at the beginning of the class session on their due dates.  E-mail submissions are acceptable by permission of the instructor in cases where a student may be late or absent from class on an assignment due date.  Assignments submitted after the due date will result in a “half grade” reduction (i.e., from an A to an A-) for each day that they are late.  Requests for extensions on papers will be granted only in the case of extreme circumstances and should be requested at least three days prior to the due date.  

Final project papers will be returned via the Palmer mailroom or through a stamped, self-addressed envelope provided by the student with his or her final project.  

IX.  Seminary Policy & Expectations:

Consult your Student Handbook 2005-2006 & the current Seminary Catalog for information about the following:

· policy regarding use of Chicago Manual style in all written work

· availability of writing tutors

· policy on plagiarism

· policy on use of inclusive language for human beings

· policy on extensions for late work

· policy regarding computer-generated papers

· grading guidelines

· point value of final grades

X & XI.  Schedule of Readings & Assignments

Class 1, February 6:  Introduction to the Course.  

Required Readings: 

Syllabus

Recommended Readings: 

Robert J. Schreiter.  The New Catholicity: Theology between the Global and the Local. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1997

Michael P. Todaro and Stephen C. Smith. Economic Development. 9th edition.  Boston: Pearson – Addison Wesley, 2006.  

U.S. census data on poverty:  http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/poverty.html
Daly, Herman E. and John B. Cobb, Jr. For the Common Good: Redirecting the Economy Toward Community, the Environment, and a Sustainable Future. Boston: Beacon Press, 1994.
Benjamin L. Hartley, “Rethinking Biblical, Historical, and Teaching Perspectives on Christian Development,” unpublished paper submitted to Wheaton College’s Human Needs Global Resources program 30th Anniversary Symposium, 23-24 February, 2006.  

Development Statistics portal.  A great deal of information on types of aid given by various national donors and how recipient countries spend overseas development assistance is available at this website of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development:  http://www.oecd.org/topicstatsportal/0,2647,en_2825_495602_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
Class 2, February 13:  Introduction continued and Perspectives from the Poor

Required Readings: 

Case Study: “The Agenda: Preference for the Poorest.”  
Samuel Escobar. “The Vision from the Underside.”  

Vinay Samuel. “The Church and the Pain of the World,” Conrad Grebel Review: A Journal of Christian Inquiry, 13 no. 3, 1995.  

Recommended Readings:

Mireille Razafindrakoto and Francois Roubaud. “Do They Really Think Differently?  The Voice of the Poor Through Quantitative Surveys,” in New International Poverty Reduction Strategies, Jean-Pierre Cling, Mireille Razafindrakoto and Francois Roubaud (eds.). London: Routledge, 2003.  

Deepa Narayan. Voices of the Poor. Washington, D.C.: World Bank, 2004.  

Vinay Samuel. “The World Bank and the Churches: Reflections at the Outset of a New Partnership,” in Faith in Development: Partnership between the World Bank and the Churches of Africa edited by Deryke Belshaw, Robert Calderisi, and Chris Sugden. Oxford: Regnum, 2001.  

Aprodev case studies. Case studies that seek to relate perspectives on poverty from the poor themselves.  A project done by World Council of Churches related development organizations in Europe.  


http://www.aprodev.org/main/CPW.htm
Assignments Due:  Reflection Paper

Class 3, February 20: History: The Church’s Response to Poverty in the Early Christian Communities
Required Readings: 

Justo L. Gonzalez. Faith and Wealth: A History of Early Christian Ideas on the Origin, Significance, and Use of Money. Wipf and Stock.  

1 Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9: 1-5
Recommended Readings: 


Bronislaw Germek. Poverty: A History. Oxford: Blackwell, 1994.  

Emily Albu Hanawalt and Carter Lindberg.  Through the Eye of a Needle: Judeo-Christian Roots of  Social Welfare. Kirksville, MO: Thomas Jefferson University Press, 1994.  

Ronald J. Sider. Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger: Moving from Affluence to Generosity. Dallas: Word, 1997.  

Rodney Stark.  The Rise of Christianity: A Sociologist Reconsiders History. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996.  

Assignments Due: Reflection paper 

Class 4, February 27: Contemporary: Power and Partnership in Development

Required Readings: 

Robert Linthicum, “Biblical Tactics for Change Avoided by Today’s Church” in Transforming Power: Biblical Strategies for Making a Difference in Your Community. Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 2003.  

Charles Elliott, “A New Challenge for the NGO Sector” and the responses to Elliott. In  Conrad Grebel Review: A Journal of Christian Inquiry, 13 no. 3, 1995.  

Recommended Reading: 

Edicio de la Torre. “Social Action: Its Relation to Socio-Political Change.” International Review of Mission. 1987: 332-347.  

Jayakumar Christian. God of the Empty-Handed: Poverty, Power and the Kingdom of God. Monrovia, CA: Marc, 1999.  

Katherine Marshall. “Faith and Development: Rethinking Development Debates,” June, 2005. Available online at: http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTABOUTUS/PARTNERS/EXTDEVDIALOGUE/0,,contentMDK:20478626~menuPK:64192472~pagePK:64192523~piPK:64192458~theSitePK:537298,00.html.  Accessed on 7 October 2005.  

Roland Hoksbergen. “Toward Authentic Partnership: How North-South NGO Partnerships Contribute to Development.”  Available at:  http://www.gordon.edu/ace/hoksbergen.doc

Article has also been published in Judith M. Dean et. al. Attacking Poverty in the Developing World: Christian Practitioners and Academics in Collaboration. Waynesboro, GA: Authentic, 2005.  

Assignments Due: Reflection paper 

Class 5, March 6:  Contemporary: Evangelical, Ecumenical, and Roman Catholic Perspectives

Required Readings:

Chris Sugden, “Chapter One” of Gospel, Culture and Transformation: A Reprint with a New Introduction of Part Two of Seeking the Asian Face of Jesus. Oxford: Regnum, 2000.  

Michael Taylor. “Are You Oxfam with Hymns?:  The Debate about Christian Identity,” in Not Angels but Agencies: The Ecumenical Response to Poverty – a Primer. Geneva: WCC Publications, 1995, 101-136.  

Gregory Baum. “Solidarity with the Poor and following material,” (pages 61- 103 of Harper text) 

Recommended Readings: 
Myers, Bryant. Walking with the Poor: Principles and Practices of Transformational Development. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1999.  

Pope Benedict XVI. Deus Caritas Est. First encyclical by the current pope on the love of God and neighbor.  http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est_en.html
Fred Kniss and David Todd Campbell. “The Effect of Religious Orientation on International Relief and Development Organizations,” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, vol. 36 no. 1, (1997): 93-103.  
Philip L. Wickeri. “Development and Inculturation: A Christian Reflection on Modernization,” in Revolution of Spirit: Ecumenical Theology in Global Context, Nantawan Boonprasat Lewis (ed.), Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.  

Assignments Due:  Reflection Paper
Class 6, March 13: Field Trip to Mennonite Central Committee headquarters

Required Readings: 

Kristen A. Grace, D. Merrill Ewert, and Paul R. Eberts. “MCCers and Evangelicals: Perspectives of Development,” Conrad Grebel Review: A Journal of Christian Inquiry, 13 no. 3, 1995: 365-384.  
Recommended Readings:

Robert S. Kreider and Rachel Waltner Gnoosen. Hungry, Thirsty, A Stranger: The Mennonite Experience. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1988.  

Assignments Due: Reflection Paper
Class 7, March 27:  History: Poverty and Wealth for Luther, Calvin, and Wesley

Required Readings: 

Carter Lindberg. Beyond Charity: Reformation Initiatives for the Poor. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993.  


Recommended Reading:

Theodore W. Jennings, Jr.  Good News to the Poor:  John Wesley’s Evangelical Economics. Nashville: Abingdon, 1990.  

Jeannine E. Olson.  Calvin and Social Welfare: Deacons and the Bourse francaise. Selingsgrove: Susquehanna University Press, 1989.  

Emily Albu Hanawalt and Carter Lindberg.  Through the Eye of a Needle: Judeo-Christian Roots of  Social Welfare. Kirksville, MO: Thomas Jefferson University Press, 1994.  

M. Douglas Meeks. The Portion of the Poor: Good News to the Poor in the Wesleyan Tradition. Nashville: Kingswood, 1995.  

Ronald J. Sider. Andreas Bodenstein von Karlstadt: The Development of His Thought, 1517-1525. Leiden: Brill, 1974.  
Assignment Due:  Final Paper Draft (1 paragraph)  
Class 8, April 3:  History: Church’s Response to Poverty in the 19th century

Required Readings:

Timothy Smith.  Revivalism and Social Reform.  (required text)  
Recommended Reading:

Donald W. Dayton. Discovering an Evangelical Heritage. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1976.  

Hugh McLeod (ed.).  European Religion in the Age of the Great Cities, 1830-1930.  New York: Routledge, 1995.  

Norris Magnuson. Salvation in the Slums: Evangelical Social Work, 1865-1920. Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1977.  

Assignment Due: Reflection Paper
Class 9, April 17: Ethical Issues in Development 

Required Readings: 

Francis O’Gorman. “Ethical Issues in Development Work” and the responses to the O’Gorman article.  Conrad Grebel Review: A Journal of Christian Inquiry, 13 no. 3, 1995: 299-318.  

Robert A. Evans. “Prophets from Brazil,” in Christian Ethics: A Case Study Approach, Robert L. Stivers, Christine E. Gudorf, Alice Frazer Evans and Robert A. Evans (eds.). Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2002, 47-56.  

Recommended Readings: 

Martha Cabrera. “Living and Surviving in a Multiply Wounded Country.” 



http://www.envio.org.ni/articulo/1629

Assignment Due:  Final Paper Draft (2-3 pages)

Class 10, April 24:  Class Presentations


Required Readings: 


To be announced

 
Recommended Readings: 

Class 11, May 1: Class Presentations

Required Readings:


To be announced.  


Recommended Readings: 

Class 12, May 8: Class Presentations

Required Readings:

To be announced. 

Recommended Readings:

Assignment Due on May 15th:  Final Paper
































